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trade, it was his opinion that the   expectations     CHAP.
formed of the advantages to be derived from open-
ing  it would be disappointed:   that country was
hermetically sealed against foreign commerce.   The
trade at Canton was carried on by a monopoly; the
whole empire was managed by monopolies.    The
Hong merchants fixed the prices of the commo-
dities, and the markets of Canton had maintained
such a uniformity of prices for twenty years that
the article of cotton had seldom varied beyond eight
or ten tales per pecul.    Trade was interdicted at
every other port in China; and it was within his
own knowledge, that an enterprising individual had
fitted but a vessel for the purpose of forcing a trade
in other ports of the empire, who had not only been
unable to effect his object, but had been obliged
to  purchase provisions by stealth and with hard
dollars.    As to the trade with India, that, he con-
tended, was to be increased only by that House.
Let ministers begin by reducing the duties upon
the  commodities  of   India.     A small  duty was
imposed upon English manufactures, and a heavy
one upon  Indian commodities.    He asked, Was
that reciprocity ?   Was that free trade ?    He hoped
that the inquiry proposed would embrace, not our
own interests merely, but those of the people of
India.   These statements and opinions, from one
distinguished alike by his position in the commercial
world, by his knowledge of India, and by his devo-
tion to the interests of the people of that country,
ought to have commanded deep attention.